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CONFLICTS IMPERIL PAN-AMERICANISM 





FIERCE battle was raging in the Chaco 
d and ominous war clouds were gathering 
over the Leticia area when Secretary of State 
Hull, in an address on Pan-American Day, April 
14, affirmed that the “free peoples of the Ameri- 
cas are now in a position to give to the world an 
example of an international system in which mu- 
tual sympathy, fair dealing and constructive 
cooperation are the guiding principles of interna- 
tional conduct.” 


The three-day battle ending on April 15 in a 
decisive check of the Paraguayan forces was ex- 
pected to be one of the most crucial encounters 
in the Chaco war. The Paraguayans had hoped 
to climax their steady advance by capturing Fort 
Ballivian, the enemy’s base of operations. About 
15,000 troops were massed for the attack, but 
after repeated assaults they were repulsed with 
the loss of several thousand men. Bolivia’s vic- 
tory seems destined to prolong the utterly futile 
war which has been prosecuted with intermittent 
vigor by the two countries since June 1932. It 
has restored popular confidence, thus strengthen- 
ing the government which had been threatened 
by revolution. As recently as April 5, the gov- 
ernment was forced to quell an incipient revolt 
launched by cadets in the Military Academy at 
La Paz. Although a strict press censorship was 
imposed, news of prevailing unrest continued to 
filter through. Possibly as a concession to rising 
pacifist sentiment the new Foreign Minister, Da- 
vid Alvestigui, expressed the conviction on April 
13 that the war was useless and should be ter- 
minated by arbitration. The recent victory, how- 
ever, is not likely to strengthen the counsels of 
peace in La Paz. 


Meanwhile, the states bordering on Bolivia 
and Paraguay are apparently withholding inter- 
vention in the conflict until the League Commis- 
sion, which abandoned its peace efforts on 


March 12, presents its report. When the League 
Council convenes on May 14 it will be called upon 
to deal not only with the Chaco conflict, but also 
with the threatened renewal of hostilities between 
Colombia and Peru. Since June 23, 1933 a 
League Commission has been administering, in 
the name of Colombia, the Leticia area which 
Peruvian irregulars seized on September 1, 1932 
in defiance of a 1922 treaty assigning the terri- 
tory to Colombia. Conversations between Colom- 
bia and Peru at Rio de Janeiro have meanwhile 
failed to settle the outstanding issues between 
them. Since the Commission’s mandate, valid for 
only one year, is soon to expire, the Peruvian 
government has asked the League to extend the 
Commission’s term six months so that the nego- 
tiations may continue. Colombia, however, has 
made known its “irrevocable decision” not to 
accept any prolongation. The League’s advisory 
committee on Leticia, convened on April 12 to 
consider Peru’s appeal, adjourned its decision 
until April 30, but indicated that an extension 


could hardly be granted unless both parties 
acquiesce. 


The situation would be less serious if the two 
countries were not actively arming for a renewal 
of the struggle. Peru is reinforcing its river 
flotilla, in part with ships purchased in the United 
States, and Colombia is equipping its air force 
with Curtiss-Wright planes. Cuban and Ameri- 
can airmen have been obtained to instruct Colom- 
bian pilots. On April 12 a party of fifty Ameri- 
can fliers and mechanics departed for Colombia, 
despite the disapproval of the State Department. 


The arming of belligerents and would-be bel- 
ligerents by private agencies in the United States 
once more strikingly reveals with what ease the 
official peace policy of the government can be set 
at naught. The prohibition of arms shipments 
still awaits the action of the House on the arms 











embargo resolution. The Senate passed the origi- 
nal House resolution on February 28, but only 
after denying the President authority to dis- 
criminate against an aggressor nation. Mean- 
while, the investigation into the armament in- 
dustry sponsored by Senator Nye and endorsed 
by the Senate on April 12 may serve to reveal 
the extent to which American industry has aided 
and abetted conflicts in South America by sales 
of war materials. JOHN C. DEWILDE 


The New Kulturkampf 

The struggle between the Vatican and the 
Third Reich, centered on the position of German 
Catholic Youth Associations but involving the 
most fundamental religious questions, has reached 
the proportions of a new Kulturkampf. The Con- 
cordat of July 20, 1933 provided, among other 
things, that Catholic organizations should be al- 
lowed to function “in so far as they guarantee 
that their activity lies outside of any political 
party. The determination of the organizations 
and associations which fall under the terms of 
this article will be a matter of agreement between 
the national government and the German episco- 
pate.” Although nine months have elapsed since 
the conclusion of the Concordat, no agreement 
has yet been reached regarding the Catholic as- 
sociations which will be recognized by the Ger- 
man government. This, the Vatican asserts, is 
due to the unreasonable attitude of the Nazi au- 
thorities. 

Meanwhile, on March 11, the Hitler Youth 
leader, Baldur von Schirach, stated publicly 
that denominational youth groups would enjoy 
no special privileges. In the Hitler Youth, he 
declared, every one is first of all a German. 
“Down with the barriers of reaction! Down with 
the barriers of denominational prejudice!” The 
German Catholic Clergy has protested vehement- 
ly against this statement. The Bishop of Miinster 
in a Pastoral Letter declared that the Concordat 
is being treated like a scrap of paper, and 
charged that the “new heathenism” propagated 
in Germany “rejects the revelations of the Old 
Testament and accepts only as much of the New 
as seems to be in accord with Germany’s senti- 
ment and blood, and inculcates a belief that is the 
very antithesis of Christianity.” The seriousness 
of the situation was further indicated by the 
personal intervention of the Pope. In an Easter 
message to the President of the German Catholic 
Youth organizations, the Pontiff referred to 
“propaganda working with allurements and with 
pressure for a new outlook on life which points 


Page Two 








away from Christ and back into paganism,” and 
expressed his appreciation of the great sacrifices 
and hardships endured by German Catholic 
youth. 

It is reliably reported that these young Catho- 
lics are being subjected to considerable economic 
pressure by the Nazis, who make it difficult for 
them to find jobs. Catholic Youth meetings have 
been broken up by Storm Troops and serious 
Nazi demonstrations against Catholic priests 
have occurred in various parts of the Reich. The 
Catholic press, moreover, was recently termed a 
“superfluous element” in a decision handed down 
by a Nazi court, which refused to grant an in- 
junction asked by a Catholic publisher against 
General Goering’s National Zeitung to prevent 
the latter from securing subscriptions by intimi- 
dation. 

While the Nazis seem for the present to be 
gaining the upper hand in their fight to coordi- 
nate the German Protestant churches, the Ger- 
man Catholics, backed by the age-old power and 
prestige of the Vatican, are preparing for a long 
siege in this new Kulturkampf. It remains to be 
seen whether Hitler can succeed where Bismarck 


failed. MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 
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